


A Penny For Our Future
For decades, Van Buren citizens and community leaders have discussed the possibility of 
building a community center. As plans throughout the years never came to fruition, the 
community center idea has just remained a dream.  But I’m hopeful now, more than ever, that 
this is our best chance yet to make that community center dream a reality. Based on public 
input from years of community meetings, thousands of survey responses, and citizen 
feedback after numerous presentations given to groups around the city, a community center 
is on the March 3 ballot. Now is the time to invest in VB and provide a much-needed space 
for citizens of all ages to swim, play basketball, volleyball, pickleball, and so much more.

In addition, public safety and the safety of those who protect us must remain a top priority. 
To that end, the time is also now to build a new fire station to replace station #3 (2821 Bryan 
Rd).  Our firemen are second to none, and they need a modern station to help support public 
safety efforts.  The March 3 ballot addresses this need as well.   

The question for VB is will we invest in our community to provide essential facilities and 
support public safety and parks.  Ultimately, it’s one penny for our future. On March 3, voters  
have the opportunity to invest in VB by approving a temporary ½ cent sales tax that will end 
after the community center/fire station projects are completed and bonds paid off. We also 
have the opportunity to invest in VB by approving a permanent ½ cent sales tax that will 
fund operations and maintenance for the new community center and fire station, and support 
our police & fire departments, and parks and recreation.  If approved, Van Buren’s permanent 
city sales tax will be 2 cents, the same amount as nearly every city in our area.  It’s one penny 
for our future, and the time to invest in our future is now. –Mayor Joe Hurst



10+ Years of Public Input
❑ Parks & Recreation Commission Public Input Meetings

❑ Thousands Respond to 2015 & 2025 Online Surveys 
(Inserted into Water/Sewer Bills)

 
❑ Community Group Presentations

❑ Community Center w/ Pool #1 Project Requested

❑ City Council Approved 2025 Parks Master Plan June 2025

❑ Parks & Recreation Commission Unanimously Voted 
October 2025 Recommending Community Center to be Built 
at City Park (Former Cedars Golf Course) & City Council 
Unanimously Approved October 2025



Crawford County Cities City Sales Tax Total

Alma 2

Cedarville 1

Dyer 1

Kibler 1

Mountainburg 2.5

Mulberry 2

Rudy 0.5

Van Buren 1.5
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A Penny For Our Future
❑ Community Center, New Fire Station, & Ladder Truck
❑ In 2023, City Council Approved Land Purchase for New Fire 

Station (North 30th Street, Between Bryan Road & Kibler Road)



A Penny For Our Future
❑ New Fire Station Site - North 30th St. between Bryan & Kibler Roads 



A Penny For Our Future
❑ Replacing Fire Station #3 (Bryan Road) that was built in 1972
❑ Ladder Truck Helps Maintain ISO Rating of 2



A Penny Is All It Takes
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Van Buren Forward 



A Penny For Our Future
❑ Temporary Half-Cent Sales Tax to Fund Construction of  

Community Center & Fire Station, and Purchase of New Fire 
Truck

❑ Permanent Half-Cent Sales Tax to Fund
❑ Operations/Maintenance of Community Center & Fire 

Station
❑ Police Department, Fire Department, & Future Parks & 

Recreation Projects 

❑ If all 3 items are approved, Van Buren’s permanent sales tax 
will be 2%, like most cities nearby and of similar population.  

❑ Overall, Van Buren will still be taxed lower than most cities 
due to lower property tax (2 mills).



Arkansas Cities City Sales Tax Total

Fort Smith 2

Greenwood 2

Ozark 2

Rogers 2

Bentonville 2

Siloam Springs 2

Fayetteville 2

Springdale 2

Searcy 2

Sherwood 2

City Sales Tax Comparison



Crawford County Cities City Sales Tax Total
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Sebastian County City Millage Total

Barling 5

Bonanza 5

Central City 5

Ft. Smith
8  

(5 General, +1 PD, +1 FD, +1 Library)

Greenwood 5

Hackett 5

Hartford 5

Huntington 5

Lavaca
10   

(5 General, +5 FD)

Mansfield 5

Midland 5

City Millage (Property Tax) 
Comparison 

*Millage is the property tax rate, where one mill equals $1 of tax for every $1,000 of a property's taxable value



Crawford County Cities City Millage Total

Alma 3.5

Chester 5

Dyer 5

Kibler 5

Mountainburg 3.1

Mulberry 5

Van Buren 2

City Millage (Property Tax) 
Comparison 

*Millage is the property tax rate, where one mill equals $1 of tax for every $1,000 of a property's taxable value



Van Buren Forward 
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